
Why 
should we

save water? 
 

Water is a precious natural resource and finite. Less than 3% of the earth's
water is fresh water and only 0.3% is readily accessible. The consumption of
available freshwater has to be shared between nature, agriculture, business and
households. In the UK, water companies supply millions of litres a day but must
be careful to balance society's needs while ensuring there is enough for the
environment. Business accounts for 25% of water use in the UK. That's why we
aim to incentivise and encourage businesses to use water efficiently.
 
Becoming more water efficient not only helps to save our environment but
also benefits other resources

Water Usage
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Analysing Data

It is essential to understand the amount of water consumed in your workplace. Whether it is a school, business
or public sector organisation, a planned and focused reduction plan cannot be created without accurate data for
water consumption and wastewater production.

Water usage during the weekend 
Water Readings are recommended to be taken from
the Primary water meter onsite and also from sub-
meters. Each school's building water consumption
should be recorded and compared with your utility bills.
 
By doing so, this can call attention to any inconsistency
in your billing and ensure that any invoices issued to
you in the future are accurate.
 
Consistently analysing your water consumption will
highlight any unusual water consumption. A daily
profile can be assessed to look at the highest point in a
day and discover which activities or equipment uses
the most water.
 

There are a few good practices that schools should
undertake to understand how much water is consumed
overnight or during the weekend. This includes: 

Take a daily meter reading when the school is
empty (early morning and late evening)
Take a meter reading on Friday evening and
Monday early morning when no one is on site.

 
Undertaking this activity will provide an insight into how
much water is normally used overnight or during the
weekend. It can also draw attention to any water
leakage/overflow and any unnecessary water
consumption in the school. 
 



Ask your water retailer
First Business Water can advise on reducing your
water use and auditing your water usage

Install Smart Meter/ Logger
Smart Meter can show you real time water
consumption, as often as 15 minute intervals, and
more accurate data- helping you to clarify leaks or
inefficiencies.

WaterDeck (FBW's innovative water efficiency tool)

Sub - meter/ Loggers Benchmarking
Schools can consider using sub-meters or loggers
especially areas that utilise high water consumption,
such as canteen areas or swimming pools. Sub-
metering allows schools to take control and provide
an elaborated breakdown of water consumption and
helps to keep track of usage. This will ensure schools
have a clear target on water saving plans and monitor
their impact effectively.
 
What are the benefits of sub-metering/logging?

Operating costs will be reduced
Enhanced water conservation

Benchmarking is an effective method to find out the
amount of water being used by comparing to other
schools and this tool is important to monitor the
performance and progress. 
 
How it could work for your school:
Divide your annual consumption by

Total gross floor area (meter square) to provide a
figure in litres per meter square per year
Number of students in the school to provide litres
per pupil per year

 
 
 

 
WaterDeck is an innovative online platform that gathers water consumption data 
from your school, sync with the Cloud, so they are accessible from anywhere.
Together with a user-friendly interface, available on both desktop and mobile application. With intelligent analytic
functions, helping you to understand your consumption as well as automatically benchmark water efficiency
performance against your sites or among peer industry benchmarks.
 
This extensive experience has allowed us to gain an in-depth understanding of how best to benchmark and save on
your water and energy bills. We work with schools to help you breakdown your costs; so you understand precisely
your water usage. This allows us to best support you in lowering your costs and conserving your resources. We can
also compare your current water usage against external benchmarks; helping us create a far broader understanding of
your water usage for far more nuanced recommendations.
 
Benefits of WaterDeck

View consumption for all sites at a glance
Cost tracking
Benchmarking

 
 

FBW Benchmarking
Mobile access from any web-connected device
Submit meter reading via the mobile app

The first innovative web-
based platform that helps
you to understand,
manage and monitor your
actual water consumption
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Did you
know?

Identify the main uses of water in schools

Once the data for water consumption has been analysed and annual water usage has been calculated, the next steps for the school
is to conduct a review of current water management practices.
 
The review should be conducted by several different stakeholders from the school community working together in order to maintain
the momentum around water efficiency.

Did you
know?

Changes are applied to Businesses or premises
used by 'non-household' customers such as:

Factories 
Pubs
Church
Charities

Schools
Hospital
Care home
Public sector organisations

How does it work?
Water retailers buy services 
from wholesalers and then sell the
services to businesses. However, the
physical nature and operation of the
water and wastewater system
remains the same.
 

Ways to reduce excess water consumption

This section will provide some suggestions on areas that your school can reduce excess water consumption.

Replace any leaking taps
Consider non- concussive taps / self-closing taps instead of
screw taps as it will reduce leaking or running waters
Install sensors to turn taps off if non-concussive taps are not an
option for your school
Install spray taps - save up to 70% of your water. Water are
forced through small hole filters, creating a spray that decreases
the amount of water running through taps. Make sure to
maintain the spray taps regularly to avoid any blockage on the
spray heads

T
A
P
S

Install displacement devices in toilet
cisterns to save water required for
flushing
Install a dual-flush toilet (a three and six-
litre flush) can save half of the water
used for flushing
Older toilet system could be benefited
by installing automatic cistern flush
controllers

TOILETS

A large part of tepid water are usually
wasted when user wait for the hot water
to come through or waiting for the water
to cool down. Make sure the pipes are
logged properly
Consider point-of-use (POU) water
heaters as they are near 100% energy
efficient and save money

Hot water supply

Only drain and refill swimming pools when necessary (filter
washing and dilution should be carried out as usual for hygienic
concern
Check with your water company for any advice on using water
for swimming pools 

 

Swimming pools 
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Did you
know?
Tips

Ways to reduce excess water consumption

Mulch
Applying non-biodegradable mulch around the plants can help you to
save water, and it is great for conserving moisture in the soil
Leaf mould or tea bags mulch will give your plants plenty of nutrients
Non- biodegradable mulch such as gravel, crushed sea shells or rubbers
can suppress weed from growing and look decorative

Lawns
Do a good lawn soaking once a week instead of using water sprinkler
everyday- water sprinkler does not penetrate the roots
Only mow the lawn once in a while during dry season, and leave the
cuttings on the lawn so the soil can absorb the moisture and nutrients
from it

Rainwater and Greywater
Use rainwater or greywater for certain activities to reduce the use of main
water
Helps to save water and reduce main water consumption by up to 35
percent

Water Butts
Installing water butts to collect rainwater can be more cost-effective and
environmentally friendly
Rainwater is better for your plants as it contains all the nutrients needed
for your plants and does not contain chlorine 
Make sure to empty and scrub it clean once a year to make sure it is safe
to use

Frost
Sufficient frost protection is essential
to prevent leakage and burst pipes
Caretakers should pay more attention
when frost is expected, especially
over the weekends or holiday period
Insulate cold water tanks and lagged
the pipes to reduce risk of freezing

For an effective water efficiency plan, you have to understand your current water
consumption first. This will help to understand how water is being used in the school and
areas to focus on. Then set goals, timeline, and get ready to implement the plan.

Did you
know?

0800 849 1342
contactus@firstbusinesswater.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/firstbusinesswater/
https://www.instagram.com/firstbusinessw/
https://twitter.com/FirstBusinessW
 
 

Connect with us!

Providing students 
opportunity to learn and understand
water

how water can be used
how water is treated before or after
using it
how to save water 
 how to improve their school
community 

Tips
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